
   
 

2nd June 2019 
 

 
Dr Prachi Brahmbhatt  
Chair, NSW Branch Training Committee  
C/O: linda.young@ranzcp.org 
 
Dear Dr Brahmbhatt, 
 
RE: RANZCP Essay-Style Examination 
 
NAPT would like to highlight several concerns expressed by trainees regarding the Essay-
Style Examination, particularly following the February 2019 result release. As the BTC is 
likely aware, the pass rate for this examination was 36.8% and was not substantially greater 
for trainees who were first time sitters (approximately 38%). We note the large discrepancy 
between exam results for this examination, the MCQ (84.5%) and the OSCE (71%).  
 
NAPT supports a rigorous assessment process for psychiatry trainees in order to maintain 
provision of exemplary healthcare in psychiatry. However, we feel that there are a number of 
areas in which this examination could be modified without changing the nature of the 
examination or the essential knowledge and skills that the examination is designed to test.   
 
These are as follows: 
 

1. Access to sample examination questions and answers 
We note that whilst there are numerous past OSCE stations available, there are very 
few past questions available for this examination. Of the few questions available on 
the college website at least one is duplicated. There is no full length past examination 
paper available.  
 

2. Lack of transparency regarding expected standards 
Whilst we are aware that the expected standard for this examination is described as 
“junior consultant” working within a CANMEDS framework, the specific attributes of 
this standard remain somewhat unclear to trainees in relation to examination 
responses.  
 

3. Lack of individualised feedback 
The lack of detailed individualised feedback following unsuccessful examination 
attempts leaves trainees in a position where they have little guidance in how to 
modify their past performance to meet the examination requirements.  
 

4. Time pressures of the examination 
The current examination length of three hours lends itself to extreme time pressures 
faced by trainees, as evidenced by poor performance and even lack of completion of 
Question 5 in the MEQ. This time pressure does not accurately represent clinical 
practice in psychiatry, and is a considerable disadvantage for those trainees in which 
English is a second language. We are aware that moving towards an online based 
examination has been previously discussed; this may act to reduce some of the 
burden of time pressure and would certainly eliminate the issue of candidate’s 
handwriting affecting marks (as is often mentioned in post-examination reports).   
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From an educational perspective, we would like the committee to consider how the Formal 
Education Courses available in NSW might specifically assist trainees in preparing for this 
examination.  
 
Finally we would like to highlight the significant impact this examination places on trainee 
welfare, including the stresses of awaiting results for three months with little time to 
subsequently address areas of weakness, financial burden of resits, and delays to training 
trajectories.  
 
We would appreciate feedback from the BTC regarding this issue alongside any 
recommendations that may be made at a state level. Our interstate colleagues have similar 
concerns which are being brought to local BTCs, and a joint submission will be made to 
Committee for Examinations.  
 
Thank you for your support in this matter,  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
Dr Sarah Dorrington 
President  
NSW Association of Psychiatry Trainees  


